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“This project was fun, mentally 
challenging and a great initiative,” says 
Peter Kreuk, a landscape architect and 
co-President of Durante Kreuk. Kreuk 
led the design of building landscapes for 
Millennium Water. 

With 30 years’ experience in the design 
and construction industry, Kreuk’s 
knowledge and understanding of 
municipal requirements and guidelines 
are paramount in leading projects from 
the initial design stage through to project 
completion. Kreuk has worked with 
Millennium on a number of projects. 
However, the scale and complexity of this 
project was new.

“Some of the most interesting parts 
of the Olympic Village project are the 
rainwater features. They are great and 
we are thrilled to be a part of their 
innovation,” says Kreuk. “The complexity 
of roof forms also makes it an interesting 
place. Each garden is a special place.  
The excitement is how it all fits together.”
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GREEN AMENITIES PLAY

Instead of using fences or “keep 
out” signs, hedges, dense 
planting, guardrails and raised 
patios are all ways in which 
edges (different hierarchies of 
space) are delineated. 

The site was designed with children in mind. Instead of 
having the typical children’s programmed playground, 
the play area is more naturalistic, using ecosystem 
elements such as logs and rocks. “We wanted to have 
play areas that expand children’s imaginations and 
where there is mystery and discovery,” says Kreuk. 

The “storybook area” uses some of the 400 boulders pulled from 
the ground as the SEFC lands were excavated and graded. The spot 
provides a place to climb, sit, read a book. 

“Some of the walls are constructed of recycled sidewalk, 
material that traditionally would have been dumped. At first, the 
stonemasons thought it was kind of hokey, but when they built 
the wall they realized it looks beautiful. A lot of people won’t 
even know that we’re using recycled sidewalk – they’ll think it’s 
rock that we quarried somewhere.”  John Clelland, Hinge Park 
Coordinator, City of Vancouver

The footbridge archway in Hinge Park is formed from beams 
left on the site from previous industrial activities.
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