RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Energy Aware - Technology + Application

“Sustainability is supposed to be a lifestyle,” explains Janice Cheam,
President of Energy Aware Technology Inc. Energy Aware enables consumers
to make lifestyle choices by seeing how much energy they are using as they
go about their normal routines. The system displays the usage of cold and
hot water, energy for heating and cooling, as well as electricity. Electricity use
is monitored in real time, displaying either cost or kW per hour. This means
that when you turn off a light or the dishwasher, you immediately see your
energy cost go down.

Energy Aware provides a display called the PowerTab that connects to
Enerpro’s sub-metering system and is included in every Olympic Village
residential unit. The display consists of a 128 X 64 graphic LCD screen

that uses wireless communication for maximum mobility. There is a
different screen for each resource, which shows residents’ current rate of
consumption and estimated bill each month. Three LEDs indicate whether
consumption is average (amber), above average (red) or better than average
(green).

“The first reaction people have when we explain our product is, ‘I can’t wait
to show my kids’,” says Cheam. She says education is a positive feedback
system that helps change people’s attitudes over time as well as their
behaviour. It also offers rewards: real-time feedback on energy consumption

enables homeowners to adjust their routine and save money.

The Energy Aware PowerTab is a display unit that
communicates real-time energy and resource use
in each suite.

CHALLENGE To policy makers and building code authorities: to require the installation of
resource metering technology in all new residential and office units, to promote awareness of resource usage and

opportunities for energy and potable water savings.






